
 

Required Documents for Head Start and Early Head Start 

Thank you so much for applying to our program! 

To complete your child's application and speed up the process, please upload clear photos or 
scans of the documents listed below. Don't worry if you are missing one of these documents. 
Just let us know, and we will be happy to help you find another option. 

 

Why Choose Head Start? 
Head Start helps children from lower-income families grow, learn, and succeed. Here are 
some of the great things our program offers— 

• Early Learning: We help children from birth to age five learn and grow. We focus on their 
education, health, and family happiness. 

• Brain and Social Skills: Children in Head Start get much better at speaking, reading, and 
math. They also learn how to understand their feelings and make friends. 

• Future School Success: Children who join our program are more likely to finish high 
school, go to college, and get a degree. 

• Health and Happiness: Children in Head Start are more likely to visit the dentist, eat 
healthy foods, and have a healthy weight by the time they start kindergarten. 

 

These benefits show that Head Start provides children with a safe and caring place to learn. 
We love helping them reach their full potential early on and for the rest of their lives. 



Child's Age (Upload ONE) 

Please provide one of the following: 

• Birth Certificate 

• Hospital Birth Record 

• Passport 

• Adoption or Court Records 

 

Getting a copy of a birth certificate in New Mexico 

 

 

Proof of Income 

Please provide income information from the past year 
for all family members living in this household: 

• Most recent tax return (1040) 

• W-2 forms 

• Last 2-3 pay stubs 

• SSI or Social Security statement 

• The fastest way to get an SSI letter 

• Unemployment benefits letter 

• TANF or public assistance letter 

• How to Apply for TANF in New Mexico 

• SNAP 

• How to apply for SNAP (food stamps) 
benefits  

• Child support documentation 

• Employer letter showing income 

https://youtu.be/v5quvOycbl0
:/www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10552.pdf
https://youtu.be/jSP8TPg3X_A?si=w3NBxKaQGmKZukGD
https://youtu.be/jSP8TPg3X_A?si=w3NBxKaQGmKZukGD
https://youtu.be/jSP8TPg3X_A?si=w3NBxKaQGmKZukGD


Custody or Guardianship (if needed) 

If someone other than the parent or stepparent is applying, please provide: 

• Court custody paperwork 

• Guardianship documents 

• Foster care placement paperwork 

 

Tips for Uploading Documents 

✓ Take a clear photo with your phone or scan the item. 

✓ Make sure all information is easy to read. 

✓ Upload documents when submitting the application. If any are missing, you will receive 
an email requesting them. 

Need Help? 

 

If you need any assistance, please contact us at: 

• 575-935-0133 

• enrollment@epcaa.org 


